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FINDING JOBS FOR ALL
KINDS OF WORSCERS
IN THE UNITED STATES

Terence V. Powderly Tc31s of Government Plan
to Create Employment Agency Covering

Every City and Village So That Help
and Situations May Be Obtained

Without Payment of Fees
MAN' who was onco a coal

A digger, n man who was onco
a tramp machinist and a man
who onco clerked In n cross-

roads store nro working out a coun-
trywide plan to hrlnR together per-
sons wanting work and persons
wanting workers.

The former miner Is William n.
Wilson, Secretary of Labor In the
l'psldeiit's Cabinet. He came to the
I'nlted States In the steerage from
Scotland iwhen a youngster.

The former roving machinist Is
Terence V. l'owderly, ouco the chief
of the Knights of Lnlior and now n
(iovernmcnt otllcer under Secretary
Wilson: His father, an Irishman,

fi feet 3 Inches .In stature, landed' on
the shores of Canada with a shilling
In his pocket.

The former rural clerk Is Anthony
Camlnettl. Commissioner of Immigra-
tion. II In national. ty can be read In
the name' of his father, which was
Kooeo Camlnettl. The family finally
settled In California, where Anthony
bacamo a lawyer. Mr. l'owderly. too,
was admitted to the liar, hut In Penn-
sylvania.

The day may not be remote when
you, madam, needing a housemaid,
cook or seamstress, may notify the
national Government and soon have
a housemaid, cook or seamstress rap-
ping at your door. Or If your hus-
band wants a chauffeut a gardener or
n bookkeeper he also may apply to
I'ncle Sam Instead of advertising In
the newspapers.

To put the matter stilt more plainly,
the national Government Is now en-
gaged In creating an employment
agency covering every city and vil-
lage In the country, nnd every farm,
It can be said', so that nny one needing
help may obtain It without the pay-
ment of a fee, and any one needing
work may obtain It speedily without
a cent of cost to himself,

"All this should have been done,"
Mr. l'owderly told me, "iwcnty-flv- o

years ago."
Camlnettl Is subordinate to Wilson

and l'owderly is subordinate to Caml-
nettl, but all ore scheming and tolling
together In one of the greatest activi-
ties ever undertaken by the Washing-
ton Government. l'owderly, however,
has long been supplying farmers with
herdsmen, orchandls'ts and laborers,
nnd the details of the new organization
have been turned over to him.

Hlght years ngo he was appointed
chief of the division of Information In
the bureau of Immigration, and since
then he has been' trying to break up
the congestion of aliens at the large
ports alone the Atlantic seaboard and
to start the newcomers from Kuropo
toward the agricultural regions of the
West. So far he has settled 40,000
families.

There was a day when T. V. l'ow-
derly was pictured as a big rough
man. with a big. rough army at his
beck and call. He has never been big.
however, and never rough. Now, at
the age of 00, he looks more like an
author Lew Wall.u-- . for ,'lust'iiice.
writer of "Ben-Hur- " than like an
agitator, as he was .nce called, or a
buttle scarred veteran of the irs
savagely fought by worklngmen a
generation ago. He has always been
courteous, diplomatic. Imaginative ond
rhetorical.

Hrletly described, such is the man
who Is still trying "to solve the labor
problem." He has been "distributing"
and finding Jobs for Immigrants.
Hereafter he will try to find Jobs for
every kind of worker In the country,
for the newest of aliens with all of their
property In bundles on their backs a
well us for member of the Sons or
Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion.

"How many Idle men aie there In
the I'nlted States?" Mr. l'owderly was
asked, the question being Intended as
n door opener to the latest Information
he possessed.

"We do not know." he replied. "The
same Inquiry was put to me In 1SS1'

by the editor of the .Yorf7i Amrrican
Jtcvtrw. I Investigated the matter and
In the article I prepared I said that

Terence V.

2,000,000 men were out of work In this
country,

"Later I gave the subject my per-
sonal attention, rejecting all the fig-

ures that were not olllclal, nnd con-
cluded that 1 had probably overesti-
mated the number of men then idle
at our mines, In our mills and fac-

tories and on our farms and railr ad.
"Since the publication of my paper

In the Itcvlcw I have been studying
that particular phase of the labor
question. Many thousands of men are
out of work every winter even In good
time. Masons, bricklayers, plas-
terers, icarpentcrs and structural
ir-- nworkers are Idle In cold weathe:.
The men who help them are Idle.
Teamsters who haul material to them
are Idle,

"Less freight brlcks, lumber and
so on Is shipped over the railroads
and fewer train hands In consequence
are employed. Hrlckyards, sawmills
and Iron works are slowed down. Sea-

sonal conditions, y u see, are far
reaching and .Include the farms, where
there Is little to do except to take care
of the live stock.

"Therefore in bad times nnd pros-
perous times thousands of men nre
unemployed at their usual callings for
a considerable perl d every winter.
We overlook this serious social fact
and fall to realize that a great army
of our workers, thrifty men for must
part, must spend In cold weather the
savings they put away when they
have employment.

"It Is said by a large body of ur
voters that the tariff, if lowered, lets
in foreign goods and that wl.en for-
eign goods come Into our narkot
Americans nre deprived of the wages
they would have been paid had the
gods been nianufactu-e- d In this
country. I will not go into that much
discussed aspect of the tariff question

"Let me say, however, that If all
Americans would follow my custom,
ferelgn goods could find no sale In the
I'nlted States and tariff dlscusst. in
would come to an end on the stump
nnd In newspapers. I never buy any-
thing that Is made outside of this
country.

"The cloth In my clothing, my hats,
my shoes, my hose, my linen and my
underwear are now nnd always have
been manufactured In the United
States.

"My coffee comes from Brazil, I sup-
pose; my tea from China or Japan
and my spices from some faraway
Islands or countries but everything
else that goes Into my house is made
or grown at home. That Is the only
way by which to settle the tariff
question and to lake it out of politics"

"What I the national Government
doing to find employment for men out
of work?" Mr. l'owderly was asked.

"A law of 1907 created the division
of Information In the Bureau of Im-
migration. I. was appointed chief of
the division, the duty of which, thv
law orders, Is to protnote a beneficial
distribution of aliens admitted into the
I'nlted States among the several
States and Territories desiring .mnii-gratlo- n.

"I was directed by the law 'o gather
from all available sources useful in-

formation regarding the resources,
products nnd physical oharaetoristli s
of each State and Territory, to pub-
lish Mich Information In different lan-
guages and to distribute publications
containing the information among all
admitted aliens "who may ask for such
publication :it the immigrant sta-
tions,"

"Were you to land nt Calais in
Fiance, or Genua In Italy you would
hrdly ask for a ptintcd document of
which you had never heard. Wo got
around the 'may ask' phrasing of the
law and arranged that immigrants
arriving In this country should be told
where they were most likely to ob-

tain employment.
"So began the efforts of the national

Government to bring employees and
employers together. We called it the
'distribution' of aliens to those re-
gions where workmen were In demand,
flur object was to pronioto their own
welfare and to do a service for those
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who were looking for laborers and
also for skilled men. At the same
time we were relieving the pressure
on the districts near the seaboard
where tho market for workers was
ovcrsupplled,"

"Only a few immigrants, however,
are farmers," I said.

"More nre farmers than you think,"
Mr. l'owderly replied. "I'litll recently
the poor man n Kuropo has suppo"d
there are only four places for him to
work in the l'nltid States In hides In
the ground, as he calls a mine; on the
tracks of a railroad; in the streets of
a city and around furnaces, factories
nnd mills.

"I am speaking now, of course, of
the notion In the head of the average
peasant In xotithr astern Kuropo, Lit-
tle heretofore, has been n d about
ngrli tilture to the Immigrants setting
out for Aniirlca. Secretary Wilson's
policy, however. Is to show the work-
lngmen who are thinking about em-
igrating to tin United States the

open to them as farmers In
the West, Mine imrlculttir.il labor-
ers will come to- this country in tho
future, I believe, than was the case
formetly,

" I "tiller the law of r.107, we have,
so far, located 10,000 families. I re-

ceive letters almost every day from
men whom I have directed to tho
West. 'You found me a place,' the
writer will say, 'with Mr. Smith if
Blankton, Mo five years ago, I now
own a farm of my own and would
like to have you send me a good,
steady man.' It Is pleasant to set
such letters," Mr, l'owderly added.

"The. Department of Commerce and
Labor," he continued, "was cut in
two by the act of 1!U3. There tire
now a Department of Commerce and
a Department of Labor and ono more
Cabinet ollleer than formerly. The
aim of tho Department of Labor, the
very purpose of Its creation, In fact,
Is to foster, promote nnd develop tho
welfaio of wagu earners, to Improve
their working conditions and to ad-
vance their opportunities for profit-
able employment,

"Learning what has been done to
send agricultural workers on to fauns,
Secretary Wilson sought to extend tho
service and to make the distribution
of aliens simpler ami easier, Obtain-
ing the cooperation of the Tost Hike
Department, ho had cards put into the
hands of 8,000.000 farmers. The cards,
distributed by rural mail carriers, noti-
fied fanners that when they needed
helpers, they could, free of cost, ohmin
such helper.1) by writing to tho Depart-
ment of Labor In Washington.

"Tho plan worked out splendidly.
A farmer, on telling ua tho kind of
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labor he wanted done, was ri quired to
till out an application blank stating
the wages he was will.ng to pay.
whether h preferred n married or un-

married man giving also hH na lon-nll- ty

and tho amount of money he
Would advance (If any were needed)
to meet the cost of transportation

"Krom my ollice in Washington the
card was sent to our agent on Kills
Island, in the harbor of New York. A

man meeting the requirements of the
farmer was found and s'artd on his
way to Iowa. Minnesota or sonif other
State, nften In such cases the man
had enough money to pay for h.s rail-toa- d

ticket.
"When the farmer, 'however, ad-

vanced arfy nrt of the money the
ch. ck for the man's baggage va sent
to him In a letter. This precaution
agains- fraud was Invariably taken,
though the Immigrants, with only an
exception now and then, were honest
nnd meant to go to the place-- , we had
found for them.

"Last year we were .u a position to
supply wheat fanners wl h Cii.tniil har-
vest hands), aliens and natives, whom
we gathered tip in various parts of the
country. ThousaniW of bushels of
grain would hae remained In the
fields and been lost but for the help of
these harvesters.

"Such, then, has been the nature of
our work in the past. We are now
engaged In extending It so as to reach
every section of the country and to
Include all kinds of wage earners, males
and females, Immigrants and old set-

tlers, This we are doing through the
post olllces, but the day Is near nl
hand when we shall have our own
agents In all the cities, large nnd
small, Kast and West,

"We look across those roofs," Mr,
l'owderly said, pointing out of a win-

dow 111 Ills olllee, which Is eight stories
ft um the ground. "Somewhere In tho
area within our vision a paperhanger,
this minute, perhaps. Is being told
that Ills employer will not require his
services after

"In the very same area a dealer In
paper may need a paperhnnger to-

morrow. So fat' us their knowledge of
each other goes the dealer might as
well be In New York and the paper-hang- er

In Cincinnati, our plan Is to
bring them together,

"HowV 1 ty having the paperhnnger
go to the post ollice, where he will till
out a 'blank card and put it In a case.
Also by having the dealer go to tho
post ollice, where lie will till out an
employer's card and put It In a sepa-
rate case, Thus when the paper-hange- r-

Is out of work ho will visit the
post ollice imd look through the em-

ployer's case. When tho dealer needs

a paperhanger lie will visit the post-olllc- e

and look through the employee'.-- ,

case.
"Before the close of the year U'l.'i

every large post ollice In the country
will be a national employment agency.
Men of till ttxides and of no trades will
find Jobs by consulting our cases of
cauls and persons needing workers
will obtain workers In the same way.
Inside of two yiars. I venture to say,
agents of the Department of Labor
will be stationed In all of our cities,
big and little, purposely 'to ad-

vance the opportunities of wage-earner-

as tvads the law, 'for ptotlt-abl- e

employment.' "

"But at what cost." Mr. l'owderly
was asked, "to the national Govern-
ment?"

"I do not know." he answered. "1

am not a financial statistician. The
cost will be large, but the good done
to the country and Its Inhabitants will
be worth all the money that is spent
for the great object we are sure to
accomplish."

"Is it your intention to supply firms
and corpomtious with bookkeepers,
clerks and stenographers?"

"Surely, and also with tanneis,
blacksmiths, cat penters, moulders and
so on, Including common laborers.
Women, too, may obtain cooks, maid'-- ,

nurses anil dressmakers. We mean to
cover the whole Held of labor."

"Are worklngmen In normal times,
of course -- better oiT than they w. u
twenty years ago?"

"Oh, they are inllnltely better off
than at any time In the past. They
are getting more, they are sp tiding
more and they are saving more, Be-

sides, they have come Into a fuller
knowledge of their own worth, nnd
that Is trem. udously helpful fh bring-
ing about tlie day toward wh.ch all
Jint and patriotic men are I Hiking,

"I have never been extravagant in
spending money for clothing, but I

have always dressed well; lhat has
been my policy and one of my pi s.

And what 1 bought wi made
in the I'nlteil States, I remember
tint some of the Knights of Labor
whom I addtes-e- d rental ked that 1

didn't look (vermuch like a working-inAi- i,

was but nil y ais old when
elected ch'ef of that once powerful
organization and was personally un-

known to most of tho memlxTs.
"My teply was that worklngmen,

ubiiVe all other classes of AmtT.oailH.
were enlltl d to buy and wear good
clothing. 'A shoemaker,' said, 'ought
to feel partieul.n'ly comfortable in
calfskin boots, A tailor has a light
to put on broadcloth. If a hatter,' I
said, Ms ashamed to wear a' silk hat
on Sunday he oug'ht to be ashamed
to make lints for other people,'

to-da- y.

and Park avenue in 1883.

"That was my doctrine thir,ty-l- l
years ago. It is my doctnne now.
W rkingmen. I am glad to have
1111110 to look as prosperous a.-- any-
body. They are buying homes and pi-

anos and are deporting money lu the
banks. They are reading the news-pap--

and the.r chlldiin are going
to schiMl. Little by l.ttle soc.ety
changing and the ptoflt of civiliza-
tion are being more j istly dis-

tributed."
"Do you look for a largo inciea-- e .n

the ntimU-- r of Immigrants after tho
war In Kurope is over?"

"X". Most of the men who would

USES AND ORIGIN OF JiTt
k . Q I'KAKI of the much talked

O vH'.1 said
'

a New Yorktd
not as a pos

sible niuile of transportation Put a
a word hitherto unknown In these
partf, I have been gathering some in-

formation about II.

"When l ilrst saw the w id in print
in K.istern newspapers it was stated
that it was the common term for a
nickel In the Wet. Having lived
somewhat in that section and also Mi

the South 1 thought it rather stiMiiue
lhat I had never he ud the von there,
and I bi'g.in making inquiries among
Southern and Western acquaintances
In Xew York. None n- - far as 1 could
discover knew any moie ul nt it than
1 did.

"Appeals to other nearby sources
brought no more Infoi in.it. on ami I

com luded to go to the West for the
deslteil knowledge. Seattle In ing lie
of the points where the .httny us was
flourishing like a green Ur. lin- - Used
to flourish, I wrote to my one time edl
torlal 'buddy,' Horace Mci'lure. now
of the editorial staff of the Se.Uile
Tlmr.i. I'rom him I have Just

a letter which comes so near
being n that I am willing
to accept it as far as it goes."

Then he read this letter:
"I think thi' word Jitney sprang up

in Kentucky, meniing tie genius who
can make a one cent stamp do the work
of 11 two. When lll.s lll.llg bioke a
few weeks ago I became plnlologlc.
My effort, which appealed tditoilally
here, has b. en wiilelj copied ill the
West, I end so a copy of it, along
with other stuff which I have nailed
en pas-ant- ., which is a Chinook phra-'- c

curicnt In our best social circles,
"One of the fellows lu the ollice tells

Hie that Jitney is used by London
cockneys to indicate the very smallest
tip. For example: 'What did ho
give oii?' 'oh, a jitney.' Another
says it is employed by s'. me poker
players as the name for the suinlle-- t

hav. iinig-uti- t.. '

be dead. The w. .U, i

home, kimw ng tl.i w

tllltted to etltif the
Strong men who !ivi
war will be too i r :.'
sag ncn the Atlat.
Indii-tr.e- s of Gnat '

Belgium. Gel many. An
sla, in large p.irt will
built. Wages w.ll go i.
abundant and steeiage
the way to Amirii'.i.
will be compil.itiv
number."
u vinn iuiii- r.'i i J-

n.
i

i : .

KY
i hip -- m.i''" i p. i. v or
tlft lenis. or a dollar, or
according to the ril s f

'

the quality "f M d o .

1 nex er heard i oi m.. '

nor did I ever i n.
who had it in

My little editor, al -- ' !'
about as complcti ly ,i- -

present state of .

illere Is the editor!. i'
"What Is Jnne .' T .

been asked many tail'
the 1'aeltlc N.'tthwi-- t --

vasiou of trolley line
small motor cats. It w

leavened exponent of
the question eonecth . T
not appear in ordinal'
and Us etymology is tin
ler of doubt.

"titney is used b , '

and poor whites in tin
iiistein portion of the 1

for a nickel. It i. J t

a term theie as Ingtl a "

Oilcans the latter iib.i'
to f.'llow il ptlti ll.fe t

of ii bill.
"From what appear- -

its source Jitney
Aiizotia and

and from it has collie an
jit a man ' iiiealiinc
change. The i ptesM n

the cities-- bef. re tin ,.:
Jitney bus- - and in -- "n
lllldcr-too- d to mean a fi
money, but
moaning as itnll ai ,t.- -
piece."

"Theft ," the KelltU. .

folding up h.s tit tt'ii iiu i ' --

information than I I i-
nsecure anywhci. in t i

It ,s not correct, w t

el lief who know - Ii

lifute il With tO"i- -

ination'.' Don't al. i

please."


